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• Are information technologies leading to 
polarized political conversations?

Research Question

“the most striking power provided by emerging 
technologies [is] the growing power of 
consumers to filter what they see.”

-- Cass Sunstein, Republic.com, 2001 (p.8.)
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Data

Links in PostsPosts

13,32913,329 2,6092,609Total

Blogroll 421421

Need

Program to collect link data while 
distinguishing among types of links and
analyzing context of links
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Blogroll links among 
40 top political blogs

040039
038

037
036

035

034

033

032

031

030

029

028
027

026
025

024
023 022 021 020 019

018
017

016
015

014

013

012

011

010

009

008

007
006

005
004

003002001

042

041

040

039

038

037

036

035

034

033

032

031

030

029

028

027

026024

023

022

021

020

019

018

017
016 015

014

013

012

011

010

009

008

007

006

005

004 003
002

001

Links among 42
top political blogs
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